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GCSEs provide the first formal record of a student’s academic ability and 

potential. If you sat these at school you’ll remember how your whole future 

seemed to depend on the outcome and they do play an essential part in 

directing the post-16 pathway.  

As minimum requirements and a barrier to entry for most roles and university 

courses, they are arguably the most important qualifications student do.  

 

Some roles will require a minimum number of qualifications. This could be due 

to an industry standard or just company policy. Regardless most employers 

expect a basic level of literacy and numeracy and GCSEs are a good way of 

measuring that. 

 

Studying GCSEs provides students with an essential foundation in a range of 

subjects and it allows them to begin to focus on topics of interest. They act as 

an educational gateway, unlocking access to higher education and further 

fields of study, while providing the footing of whichever career students 

decide to pursue.  
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We have high aspirations for all students and we are here to support all 

students to achieve their potential. Having students achieve their best in all 

subjects is key to giving them the best chance of success in the future and 

opens up options to them going forward. For many college courses, 

apprenticeships and jobs, you’ll need a grade C/4 or above in English and 

maths as a minimum because they are core subjects which develop key skills. 

 

Many universities specify GCSEs as well as A Levels (or equivalent) to study 

their courses. Most expect to see maths and English grade C/4 as a minimum 

and usually at least 3 others of the same grade or higher. For example, at 

EMS6, you need a grade 6 in Science to study Biology.  

 

Many universities are willing to look past these requirements if an applicant 

has a lot of relevant experience. However, there is no denying the benefit of 

gaining GCSEs purely from a knowledge perspective. 

 

Each university sets its own entry requirements. If you know you want to study 

a degree, it is best to look into this before starting your preliminary studies. 
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Miss Liddell, Mrs Scaife, Mrs Russell. One to one interviews, regularly updated 

Teams page dedicated to Careers, links with local employers and 

organisations. Contact for parental support.  
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Lucky to have a school with a Sixth Form. Proud of our young people and 

nothing makes us happier than having them complete a seven-year journey 

with us. We know that for some students their future pathway will lead them 

elsewhere but we hope that if we do offer what they are pursuing in the 

future, we want to be their first choice. High performing college, for three 

years in a row student have made progress above National figures – meaning 

they make better progress than excepted. Lots of student studying at 

prestigious instructions but also going onto excellent degree apprenticeships, 

including with Caterpillar, EDF and Roll Royce. Specialist teachers, small 

group teaching, form tutors and HOY to support student progress 

academically and pastorally.  
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We will tell you if we have concerns about your child but this is a two-way 

process and we want to help – Pastoral Leaders, Teachers– all here for your 

child 

Active revision – testing them, taking an interest, post its etc. 
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Internet matters: provides age-specific online safety checklists, guides on how 

to set parental controls on a range of devices, and a host of practical tips to 

help children get the most out of their digital world 

 

Healthy habits: including hydration, eating well and the consuming of 

breakfast and good sleep habits.  
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Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 

educational success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).  

There is a positive link between positive attitudes towards reading and scoring 

well on reading assessments (Twist et al, 2007).  

Research underpins the links between reading and achievement. Reading 

and supporting reading is a priority for us as a school.  
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Talk to your child to find out what they do and don’t like reading 

Don’t force your child to read something they are not interested in, even if 

you are worried about their reading 
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Nothing more important than them being in school so we can support them 

in the right ways. Powerful statistics and research to support.  
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Recognise the impact of the past few years on young people and are aiming 

to do more to support them.  
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Bigger and better offer than ever before. Pleased to be able to do so – 

recognise the impact it can have on students’ enjoyment of school and love 

of learning. Music, sport, subject specific, visits. Retreat - £65 – great 

opportunity to meet new friends, residential, food, activities and transport 

included. Sign up tonight.  
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Super curricular activities take your regular curriculum further.  They take the 

subject you study in the classroom beyond that which your teacher has 

taught you or what you have done for homework. To do well at Advanced 

level study, it is important to have enthusiasm and curiosity for you subject 

and the capacity for independent study.  This can help you to decide upon 

which subject to study, enhance your personal statement and develop 

important skills. Here are a sample of good links to support your extra-

curricular studies.  
 


